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A newly updated edition of the landmark translation by one of our greatest religious scholarsSince

its publication in 1962, esteemed biblical expert GÃ©za Vermes's translation of the Dead Sea

Scrolls has established itself as the authoritative standard. The original manuscripts, discovered in

the Judean Desert between 1947 and 1956, completely transformed our understanding of the

Hebrew Bible, early Judaism, and the origin of Christianity. Now in its seventh edition,Â The

Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in EnglishÂ has been updated with a number of previously unpublished

texts, as well as extensive new introductory material and notes. Some sixty years after the Scrolls'

discovery, this revised and expanded volume crowns a lifetime of research by Vermes.For more

than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the

English-speaking world. With more than 1,500Â titles, Penguin Classics represents a global

bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust

theÂ series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished

scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-dateÂ translations by award-winning

translators.
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I'm taking an upper level history course on Dead Sea Scrolls, and this is one of my two texts for the

class. I'm very impressed with the accuracy of translation and the writing competency of the author.



It is clearly written and documents all of the non-Biblical writings found in the Dead Sea sea

scrolls.When I first got the book, I was disappointed that the books of the Bible and Torah had been

omitted from the work, but I soon learned in class that these were readily available in (drumroll,

please) the Bible and the Torah. The significance of the scrolls is that they confirm the accuracy of

the already-known but younger copies of these much-read and loved works. Although the scrolls

are over a thousand years older than any of the previously known extant writings, they are almost

identical to the newer copies!The scrolls included in this book are peshars, midrashes and targums

(commentaries on Biblical books such as Nahum and Habakkuk); a Community Rule for the sect

which apparently lived at Qumran, a settlement near the caves where the scrolls were found;

eschatological writings regarding the end of times (such as the War Scroll); and directives to the

Leader of the sect which presided over the congregation. Very, very interesting window on sectarian

life.The only complaint I have--and it's probably one born of ignorance--is that it is somewhat difficult

to find specific documents by using the indices at the end of the book. I'm never sure I've completed

a reading assignment because of the cluttered way that the manuscripts are referenced. But when I

consider how many thousands of fragments were organized and of how many copies of the same

text were found in 11 different caves, it's no wonder the index is so complex.
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